WORSHIF

AND PRAYER

There is nothing more important than having a time at the
beginning of your day for worship and prayer as there is
also of having it at the end of the day. In Hebrews |0 and
verse 25 we read “Not forsaking the assembling of our-
selves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting

one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day ap-

proaching.” The bible teaches us that we are not just to go
ta church, but that we are ta be the church. “Ye are God's

building...the temple of God" (I Cor 3:3, 17)

The purpose of coming together we are told in Hebrews [0
and verse 24 to " let us consider one another to provoke:
unto love and to good works: "

Because of many misunderstandings, peaple go ta church
because they think this is what saves them. They als
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Why Does God Allow
Suffering?

The name “Adam” means “man-
kind". In the bible we are told
that God gave Adam (mankind)
“dominion”, (Genesis 126) The
word “dominion” implies “ruler”
or "king". It implies ownership:

Genesis I:76 And God said, Let
us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the fowl of the air, and overthe cattle, and over all the earth, and
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.

God said to His Son Jesus, let's make humanity after our image, and let's
give them dominion over the planet. And when God said it, He really
meant it. He wasn't playing around. The man was told to trust the
Father's instructions regarding the planet since the Father had designed
it for him. especially His instructions concerning a tree in the middle of
the garden called the tree of knowledge of good and evil, not to eat of it
or else he would die. (Gen 217)

Now, consider this parallel, if | gave you a car, and said it's a gift to you,
but don't drive it over 60 miles per hour around corners or else you
might kill yourself. And you didn't listen to me and you wrecked that car.
Who would be at fault if it got ruined? The one who gave the gift, orthe
one who wrecked the gift?

Could you come to me and say “Wow, what a piece of junk you gave me?”
Or maybe you could say that the accident was my fault and | shouldn't
have gave you the car in the first place. That it | hadn't given you the
car, then it would never have happened. Maybe | could have stepped in
and stopped you from misusing the gift and nat gave you the ownership.
In the same sense have we perhaps been blaming God for wrecking the
world that He gave to us? Wasn't it in perfect condition when He gave

it to us?

- Why does God allow rape, murder, and suffering? Why do all the animals

suffer? Again. because you were given dominion. Take for instance
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your children. They are a gift from God. They are given to you. Now in
ancient times children were sacrificed in the fire and many other wicked
things by the parents. Why did God allow that? Because when God gave
you this world or those children, He alsa gave you free will to do with this
gift what you want. Does God want to see us suffering? Absolutely not.
He desires us ta turn from our wicked ways and live. All suffering is the

result of turning fram God, and He allows us to do this to one another.
His government of freewill must prevail. Only sin must have its time to
play out. And those who will turn fram it will be saved.

The bible tells us that He is “not willing that any should perish but that
all should come to repentance.” (2 Peter 3:9) The bible tells us that the
reason for suffering and death is sin.

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal lite through
Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)

God has allowed wickedness to continue since the beginning when

Eve took the fruit from the tree and did eat. Sothe consequence was
death. As with a good law, the law could not be changed. God knew
what was best for her as the creator, yet she disobeyed the good advice,
dishonaring her Father. and taking something that was nat hers, and
now by this had brought disease and suffering upon herself. And also
Adam who partaok. brought this upon their children who suffer from

the consequence of their sin. This is why we suffer. We are part of the
family of Adam.

All of this suffering was the result of distrusting the plain word of God. It
was Satan wha inspired this distrust with the question “Hath God said?"
(Genesis 3:1) The very first words out of his mouth was a question meant
to get humanity to distrust God's word. The second statement called God
a liar by saying that if she ate she would “not surely die”. (Genesis 3:4)
Because God would not force His will upon us, He has allowed humanity
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ta'suffer under the curse that they have brought upon themselves. Yet-

instead of destroying us right then and there, He has provided away o
escape this world which is engulfed in misery. The bible says:
Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being
made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth
on atree:

The bible tells us that Jesus Christ who was “in the farm of God"
(Phillipians 2:6) took upon himself the "form of a servant and was made
inthe likeness of men” (Verse 7) So that he could suffer "the death of
the cross” (verse 8). He paid the price foryou. The word “redeemed”
means to “pay”. And he “redeemed you from the curse”,

You see it is really quite simple. The bible says that “Sin is transgres-
sion (Breaking) of the law" (I John 3:4) And since “all have sinned”

or broken God's law, (Romans 3:23) and “the wages of sin is death”
(Romans 6:23) Then we must all suffer this penalty. Now God “not willing
that any should perish” (2 Peter 3:9) and his law being “perfect” and
unchangeable. (Psalms |3:7) Himself being lite and “the only immortal”

(I Tim B:16) He offered His only begotten Son to save you. (John $:16)
Jesus was the only one capable of giving his life for you. His spotless life
for your polluted one. Not a fair exchange, but yet he saw your potential
and was willing to pay for it.

He has given you free will and He will never force you to have eternal life
or to accept the free gift. He does not save you because you were a good
person or anything you've done.  The standard is the ten commandments,
and they have been broken. Ask yourself if you've ever lied, stolen,
blasphemed. You owe something you can't pay.

ut instead “bod commendeth his love toward s,
n that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
s." (Romans 0:8) It is not just pray a prayer or
elieve to be saved and qo to heaven. The bible
ays that the devil believes in God. (James 2:19)
t's not to do your best, be a good person and
od will save you. But the callis to believe every
ord, and accept it, to repent from your sin (|aw
reaking). To repent means to turn, and accept
that Christ took your penalty on that cross. Be
free from it as He promised. And now you are an ambassador of that
kingdom and are to go forth and share this good news with others who
don't realize that they have the same need.

“Do unto others as you would want done to you.” (Matthew 7:12)



